LA MATA

The village of “els espardenyers”




NATURE
AND HISTORY

La Mata is located in a beautiful spot, crossed by the rivers Can-

tavieja and La Cuba and where we find lush forests of oak, holm oak

and bushes, under the mountains of Tossal and San Pedro. La Mata has

a rich history, still visible today through its medieval monuments, such as the
stately homes Casa Palacio de los Pedro and La Figuera, the Casa Cremada,
the Casa Palacio de los Vallés, the Town Hall, the Mesén de la Vila, the ice well
and the Church of Nuestra Senora de las Nieves. The craft trades have also
been very important throughout history and today the handmade manufacture
of “espardenyes” (espadrilles) is still preserved. Outside the town centre, there
are several hermitages, such as Santa Barbara, Saint Gil -patron saint of the
town- and Saint Christopher.
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PALACE HOUSES

THE ICE WELL







EL ONSO
FESTIVE TRADITION

El Onso is a unique celebration in the
festive calendar. This tradition
represents the end of winter and the
beginning of spring. The hunters go to
look for the Onso (a person dressed in
sackcloth and sheepskin and with his
face and hands full of grease) in the
forest and take him to the village tied
up. There, the Onso tries to smear the
people he meets and escape. This
tradition is a great popular festival and
the villagers bring their cellars out into
the streets.

LA MATA
RELIGIOUS BUILDINGS

Nuestra Seiora de las Nieves Church: The oldest
part of the church dates back to the 16th century.
A more modern construction was built in the 19th
century, which can be distinguished by its mud
brick construction. Its interior is of great interest
for its paintings, raised choir and the combination
of mosaic and the original wooden floor of the main
nave.

Hermitage of Santa Barbara: The hermitage of
Santa Bdrbara is 3 km from the town centre and
dates back to the 17th century. In the past, a
pilgrimage was made to this point and it was the
site of a weekly market for the inhabitants of the
farmhouses.

Hermitage of San Gil: Temple dedicated to the
patron saint of the town, built in 17786. Small
chapel with a portico in front with three
semicircular arches.

La Mata celebrates its patron

saint on the st of

September and also

during the August

festivities.
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ETHNOLOGICAL
MUSEUM OF LA
ESPARDENYA

Located in the ice well, dating from
the 17th century. This medieval ice
well was used to store snow and

preserve foodstuffs.

Nowadays it shows the traditional
craft of “espardenya” (espadrilles),
typical footwear of the area.

A natural reservoir named

LES CALDERETES

Natural pools that the river
has formed by the passage
of water over a long period of
time..

EL TOLL NEGRE

after the impossibility of light
entering this giant pool.

FESTIVALS AND
TRADITIONS

SAN ANTONIO

EL ONSO

PATRONAL
FEASTS
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